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April 30: Department capitals Esteli, Jinotega, Chinandega, Rivas, and Juigalpa (Chontales
department) remained occupied by hundreds of armed and unarmed "revueltos." (See CAU
05/01/92 for previous coverage of "revuelto" activities.) In Managua, a government delegation
led by Interior Minister Alfredo Mendieta commenced negotiations with revuelto leaders from
Esteli, Madriz and Chontales departments. Mendieta told reporters that the revuelto protest actions
were "under control," and conditions in the countryside would soon return to normal. National
Farmers and Ranchers Union (UNAG) leader Daniel Nunez told reporters that recent occupations
of farms and agricultural land plots were the outcome of despair felt by an unemployed and hungry
population a "genuine explosion caused by poverty." Nunez said 40,000 landless agricultural
workers, former rebels and former soldiers are demanding land to farm, and that 800,000 ha.
are needed to satisfy their requests. He accused President Violeta Chamorro's administration
of failing to follow through on the reforms initiated under the Sandinista government, which
distributed 2 million ha. to 120,000 households in the 1979-1990 period. According to Nunez,
Chamorro government officials have demonstrated reluctance in supporting genuine land
reform because "they are afraid to confront large landowners." Consequently, the government
is limited to redistributing state-owned land. Over 700,000 of the nation's 3.5 million inhabitants
are unemployed. At present the average wage is equivalent to US$40 per month, while the
basic subsistence goods basket (comprised of 53 products) costs about US$140 per month. May
1: Mendieta told reporters that he would soon begin negotiations with revuelto leaders from
Chinandega, Jinotega and Rivas departments. May 2: Revueltos barricaded a section of the Pan
American highway blocking traffic between Managua and Corinto, the country's major port, and
to the El Guasaule border crossing into Honduras. Witnesses reported that by nightfall, over 100
vehicles were stranded on the highway. May 5: Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) spokespersons
reported at least four recontras and one civilian killed and three recontras and two civilians
wounded when troops forcibly expelled 50 recontras from San Jose de Bocay, Jinotega. The
recontras had occupied the town since May 3 in efforts to pressure the government into immediate
compliance with accords reached with recontra leaders in January and February. During the
occupation of the town, one local resident was killed, three others were held hostage, and several
businesses were looted. The hostages were later released. In a communique, a group of former EPS
soldiers and contras announced establishment of the Rigoberto Lopez Perez armed commando unit,
a new revuelto group dedicated to confronting renegade rebels who refuse to honor disarmament
accords with the government. Honduran military spokespersons reported that the Honduran
army had sent reinforcements to posts along the Nicaraguan border in response to the revuelto
occupation of the El Guasaule border crossing facilities in Chinandega department (Nicaragua).
Honduran newspaper reports said 8,000 revueltos had assembled around El Guasaule. Revueltos
set up barricades on highways outside the cities of Esteli, Ocotal, and Masaya (30 km. south of
Managua). In statements to reporters, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo said, "Those who
use force, with or without weapons, in protest against the government, are violating the rights
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of everyone else. Their actions are incompatible with those who sacrificed their lives so that
Nicaragua could be independent and democratic." Following a visit in Washington DC, National
Assembly president (speaker) Alfredo Cesar said that members of the US Congress told him
they were "worried" about the Nicaraguan government's lack of resolve to tackle problems such
as property rights and armed forces reform. According to Cesar, the Chamorro government is
losing "credibility" in the US because of failure to carry out campaign promises. Recent revuelto
activities, he added, show that Nicaragua is on the verge of "chaos and anarchy." May 6: Former
president Daniel Ortega told reporters he had advised to the government to avoid using military
force to confront revuelto protests. Ortega also called on revueltos to refrain from armed protests
when demanding that the government fulfill commitments. Presidency Minister Lacayo said
the government would soon publish a timetable providing details of all recent accords between
government officials and revueltos. Revueltos continued blocking roadway access to the cities of
Masaya, Ocotal and Esteli. The protesters insisted that the government immediately provide them
with over 50,000 ha. of farmland, 1,000 homes, farming tools and agricultural production loans.
Spokespersons for the Special Disarmament Brigade (Brigada Especial de Desarme-BED) told
reporters that since Jan. 1, the BED has recovered 32,000 weapons from civilians. The government
estimates that civilians possess at least 40,000 weapons. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse,
04/30/92, 05/02/92, 05/05/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 05/01/92; Notimex, 05/05/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 04/30/92, 05/05/92, 05/06/92)
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